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The Hiſtory st 
Fair R OS A M O N D. 


te Family of Fair 8 with ta 
Deſcription of her Perſon, 


| Here ſprung E antient NE) 
4 moſt able boots of the Cliffords, a 
camel, named ..Rofamond, daughter to. | 
the Lord Walter Oliflord. Her beauty 


was couched under her name. She was 
Nature's maſter- piece, and one of the 


faireſt Roſes that, ever F upon the 
earth, NY: a 1 


of 9c} 32 


This Lady as 85 en in; year, grew 


in favour, each year a adding to hes) 1 
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the table talk of remote countries. 


” 


nature's maſter piece, who when ſhe ha 
R EE (310 DS] 


Ae 


perlections. Aga having obtained unt 
ſome years, Fame carried her praiſe 1 int?! 
foreign places, whereby ſhe was not on! 
the common diſcourſe of our nation, but 


One thing, as being the ſhorteſt way 
giving the reader a ſketch of this grea 
beauty, and which very much tended ti 
the ruin of Roſamond, we muſt not omit 
Once when King Henry and a courtier of 
His were together, the King taking a 
Opportunity to commend with more tha 
ordinary heat, one of the court, the cour 
tier told him, He thought his Majeſh 
praiſed her more than her perſections dit 
deſerve, but that he had'a neice who: 


beauty was peerleſs; and then began tf 
talk of her as the moſt beautiful of th 
creation, telling ihe King, That both he & 
eyes ſparkled like two twin ſtars, he : 
' forhead was like a haven of chryſtal, he ® 
eye brows ſhun like jet, a trig of roſe PR 4 
and lillies were in her cheeks ſo mixed * 
that nature before never made jo fair 4% 
mixture of the pureſt white and red. * 


To be brief, he told the King ſhe wal 


7 44 1d + 6 
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he eyes of mankind, and to wound their 
R be | 

The King hearing this relation, could 
but ſmile with joy, and demanded of him 
n what corner of the earth ſo great a 
beauty could be hid? At this, the cour- 
ier perceiving he had gone too far, and 
he King began to be enamoured at the 


n again, telling the King he had- made 
his report only to ſet out a perfect beau- 


ore than ordinary in it, ordered him 
mmediately to (peak the truth. And the 
ourtier feating the: King's diſpleaſure he 
plainly ſaid, There is a Lady, daughter 
o Lord Walter Clifford, of whom many 
oble perſons have been enamoured, and 
have ſought her in marriage, but have 


years, — 


\ 


made her, cry'd, A lucky hit, and threw 
way the mold, that none ſo lovely abd 
barming might come after, to dazzle 


bare report, would have dran his words 


y to the life. —But the King perceiving. 
| 2 the coldneſs of his reply, there was 


een denied, on account of her tender 


lt was not long before the king reſolv- 
d to take a tour to her father's houſe, and 
dn coming there he was welcomed by the 


me might. pay her duty unto the King 


her beauty, 10 that at the firſt fight ſhe 
appeat ed in his eyes like a bright ange! 


commanded ſhe ſhould fit down, cauſing 


[6 1 
Lady, who dg what his defign Wax 
ordered their daughter not to come int 
bis preſence. But the King, finding th 
was at home, demanded to fee her vow 


ing he would not dine till he had. Sc 


the all her excuſes of illneſs availed no 
thing. Then ſhe was ordered to put o 
her beſt apparel; and come down, thai 


which the did ia ther oft courtly man- 
ner, her bluſhes, if poſſible, aan 


Whereopon he eagerly ſaluted her, and 
dinner being placed upon the table, he 


Her to be placed directly over ag ainſt him ct 
on whoſe. ptetty eyes he fo — gazed 


As he _ ien to eat. 
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CHAP I. 


The King gains the Love; of Fair 
_ Roſamond. 


HE Kiog hvinghees 0 very highly 
entertained by Roſamond”: s father, 


bad ſeyeral opportunities of diſcourſing! in 

private with the charming virgin, hom 
e lo much wou ynon by preſents of rich 
Jewels, and ther e coll ly. things, that he 
raiſed an ambition in her tender breaſt, 
that before way a fravger to it, and often 


would nails \ or 5 mk er F the 
Sep | 


He 4100 oa his gold 1 ng on 
the woman who had the care of her edu- 
cation, which ſo blined her, and pre: 
vailed over ber cquſcience, that ſhe pro- 
miſed him to do ll that waz in her power 
to forward his wiſh'd for b. pine. Ang 
ſo taking leave of his beloyed Roſamond, 

with many loving bales is for i that hay 
it EU departed, |. _ | 


0 


proteſted, that was his Queen to die, he 1 


; 


— 


let his fate be whatever it might, and ſo 
accordingly he wrote a letter to Fair Ro- 


| „ 
The King immediately returned to his 
palace, but could never be at reſt, for the. 
violent paſſion which ſtill reigned in his 
breaſt. He could not ſleep of nights, nor 
attend his councils of dayͤs. 

At length he reſolved to write to her, 


famond, in which he told her it was ſhe 
who was his guardian angel, that he held 
her dearer than his crown, and ſaid, his 
ſtay from her ſhould not be long, pro- 
mifing to ſet her in a glittering ſphere, 
and concluding with an earneſt defire cf 


her ſending bim a line of comfort from 


. 


her dear hand. 8 
The letter ſomewhat ſurpriſed our he- 
roine, that ſhe could not tell how to pro- 
ceed; however, ſhe roſolved to ſhew it 
her governeſs, who no ſooner ſaw it than | 
ſhe inwardly rejoĩced, and fmilling at Ro- I fr: 
ſamond, ſhe adviſed her to ſend the Kipg aw 
favourable anſwer, and not let toy much ar 
modeſty hinder her from being miſtreſs to lo 
o great a King. This made her bluſh Fer 
ſtruggling hard with herſelf, until at laſt Idi 


this crafty matron uſed ſo many preſſing I th 
arguments, that ſhe conſented to te turn 


the King in anſwer, telling him, That ſowe 
was aſtoniſhed at receiving his letter; but 
as to her being in a glittering ſphere, it 
was a thing which ſhe ne'er had wiſhed 
for; not daring to give herſelf the liberty 
to think what his majeſty might mean by 
it; only aſſuring him, in whatever was 


o- Nagteeable to the rules of 'modety, ſhe. 
Ng Was his moſt obedient ſervant. TE 33 
of Y » 
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an The governeſs having got this letter 
o · from the young Lady, ſent it to the King, 
3 2 who upon r. ceiving it, kiſſed it a hundred ii || 
ch and a hundred times, reſolving not to be 
to long without the enjoyment of this: fair 
creature, which however he found ſome 
aſt difficulty in effecting, as will appear in 
ne ins dent chaptie. eee d, 
ie , ng! C. H A Ps: 
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ä called het 


much diff 


C 10 * | 
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EN H A P. III. 


Thi K Kin aftet Mucki Nenn ets 
auge echte al 


ET haj ppened that the Indy vie 
going into ther dawghter's oft; there 


eſpied the King's ! 8 letter to. Roſamond, at- 


which, Bir ing very much ſufpriſed, ſhe 
ref, - # aſked her the 
Tetter 7 Roſ: mond was 


Ber er diu 5205 for 608 4 


2. 


tr mother 


took the hier tor. her Fes, who was 
ea vrext, and Both came 


together to her chamber, and upbraided 
Ber with Being cohcubifie to the 18 
Roſamomdꝭ at this kneeling down u 


{ her knees,- tolemoly  protiites,: that 925 


Was ſtilk ape! 4d unbieniithed' virgin, 


and had hevepngiving berſelf up to the 
King's ambeäces, or thoſe of JET other 


man! Ii 


T 75 ier proteſtalwag bree het 


appeaſed her father's anger, who for ſatiſ- 


tion, and not 
nake, made 


2 


+ 41 - ) 
edo of * mind, deſired her to tell ther 
Ewhole truth, which ſhe did, from tht firſt: | 
& courtſhip:obthe- King, to the teceiving of | 
che — When tlleythad heard her 
ſtory, they both ad adh ousgel iir ber 
ingo the King's ebfactt, am told. her 
that for het on ſecurity > ſhe had better 
go ta ackhinſman of. his at Cern mie and 
reſide ſome time. e 
Fo this Roſa mond agreridg, che y ſent 
her an dber ;governeſs to Cornwall. where 
they thought ſhe would:be ſafe. But call 
their endeavours were in in vain; far the 
governefs being largely bribed: by King 
Henry, was all this while the: grand i n= 
triguer in this love affair, who fent the D 
King a full account of all things that had 
paſſed, and how far ug: were kent to 
take kheain; ©; 2058 
King Henry having this tz 
refolie} to have her out of their hands, 
and thereupon ſent for her uncle, Who 
being come, he told him he had a piece 
of fer vice to command him in, Which 
Vas to go to his kinſman's im ee 
. and uſe his beſt endeavours to bring Rios: 
| amond to the court, ; winhour ber Parentg. 
knowledgg. ioow 310 a c Nene, 


9 The 
* 4 - 


5 


1 Het uncle was fomewhat ſurpriſed at 
the king's demand, but the confideration 


her governeſs, brought her to court, and 


poſed of her, he came that night to viſit 


full bloom, which before was but bloom: Hi. 
_ ing, he was are] rake both with worider or 


En 


of lofing the great "offices he held under 
the King, mate him uhdertake the un- 
gruteful ſervioe which was impoſed. upon 
im.! Hocordingly coming tb where the 
King had directed tum; ebe made as if he 
Had called bxchance, being come about 
other buſineſs. After ſome diſcourſe he 
aſked her if ſhe would go up to court, to 
which ſhe ſeeming not much unwilling, 
whithout any more ado, he provided a 
chariot for her Journey, and attended by 


put her in fone private lodging appoint- 
ed for her reception. 

. Her uncle having acquainted the King 
that ſhe was come, and how he had dit- 


her; and now ſeeing that beauty in its 


£ 


ns amazement. 5 ig 


After ſome love: Aut by ba paſſes VOL 
ieee hens the King took hs leave, Pol 


telling her, He would not diſturb her that Fall 


night, on account of the fatigue of the Fur 
A Rrney, but that he would viſit her ein i 


1 1 


& particular regard to her, and fre that the 
anted' nothing, lie departed. 

Her governels did all the could to per- 
(wade her to yield to the King's embraces, 
bat Rofamond ſeemed averſe to it, her 
father's words ſtill running in her mind: 


or three times, began to grow impatient, 

and thought it was high time to have ſome 
loſe converſation with Her, and if poſ- 
ible, to make her ſubmit to his embraces. 


d cold her, He perceived that ſhe had' not 
t- Mthe value for him which he thought. ſhe 
 Whad. - 


8 amd not underſtanding the kings 
l- meaning, proteſted, That ſo great a value 
fit Whe had for him, that was ſhe to ſee him 
its (wounded, endcher heart's blood would do 


n- Wim any good, lhe would freely reſign it. 
er Wor him. 10 thisthe King, "fetching a 


gb, anſwered; Ah, my Roſamond fince 
ed hou will force me to-fpeak, Know it is 


re, ſour beauty that hath wounded me, love 


at Falls for love, neither can my wounds be 
he ured without enjoyment. 


I” 


eftly. 80 charging her uncle to have 1 


The- King having viſited Rofamond two | 


o this end he came one evening, aud 


yeilded herſelf to the "King" $&aubr 


©: * 
It is not eaſy. to imagine how great wass 
the ſurpriſe that Roſamond. was in at ch i; 
diſcovery, and fain 00 ſhe, have, got | 
out. of bed, but the 15 would not let 
her. dhe made many efforts to getanyay, 
but finding, them alli in vain, ſhe at laſt 
aces, 
which 1 8 1 ſo well, that e 
. e oc 77 

8 time 7 5 eta often met, and 


95 their wanton. dalliances; but the 


d been wont to ſhe the. {ame 


: Fe to 5 — WhO finding them 


ſelves ne glected. or. this peerleſs beauty, 


Py e abroad the Kidg's familiarit 5 
with Roſamond. 


* 


* 


QT 14) 
Rofamond- was as ſarpriſed. at. 
pat the King had faid; and begged him 
d aſk. her life, or any thing that was in 
er power to give, ſo it was not her hon- 


b hear ot ran from her, as thinking 
d have made an eaſy conqueſt; and was 

much if Joe, theft vittue, ds * 
a Beföre with Lier Hemi. 


A fas 


Her Governef, and told Wet What | 
#116 Re niet Mel from Noſumohd iA. 
end of the Ehj&y Rene Re epd. She! 
arte thit was hatdened in wickedneſs, 


iceded, Which is, ow Mould come into 

y cilittber at night, and PH convay VO 

Rofimond when ſhes aſſeep At this 

Phrrivane e the King Was müch pleaſed; 

Pd accorfdingly was Wh het at the time 

. | |» pointed, and was: Verf 2 4 þ ines Roſa 

4 ond's chamber. 

She was aſleep when he firſt Gary 0. 
2,” but la. ying cloter to her than her go- 
eſs "ed to db,” ſhe waked or herfelt; 
1 then the King yy ws 


* — 4 ” 
" > 
2 


;0/Fhe King was mwhitily ſurpriſed”. 


Ti Nigg Baring left RoPhtriohe wer: 


ei etec, BF your Majeſty Would be ad“ 
fed by me; coal f put yu in & way 6! 
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cauſed a fine palace to be built at Wood 


enter into the apartment where Roſamond 


. 
a eee | 
HAP. Iv. 4 


The King builds a Bower for Roſatnond, alc 
and ſoon after leaves her. 


— 


HE envious Queen Eleanor, when 

ſhe perceived neither kind words 

nor threats would wean the King' $ love 
from his new miſtreſs, ſet her engines te 
work to fright her from his arms, and 
ſeveral letters were dropt in her lodgings 
threatening her deſtruction, which wer: 
ſhewed to the King; whereupon he ap- 
pointed a ſtrong guard to wait upon he! 
at home and abroad.—And to remov 
her farther {from the Queen's ſight, he 


ſtock, in Oxfordſhire, which was ſo ver 
Ingeniouſly contrived, that none could 


generally reſided, without the help- of 
clew of ſilver thread. 7 

This mere vexed the enraged: Queer 
wherefore. ſhe- conſulted with her ſons 
then men grown, how to be revenged 
and after many things propoſed, it waſk 


1 . ; 
Woreed that prince Edward ſhould go and 
in the French, to raiſe war againſt his 
ather in. Normandy, which if he affect- 
d ſpeedily, would draw the King to the 
aid of his ſubjects, and io in his abſence 
he Queen might the better effect the 
uin of Roſamond. 
Prince Richard immediately went to 
he taſk, which when the King heard, he 
aiſed an army, reſolved to paſs the ſeas, 
nd put an end to thoſe tumults. Roſa- 
ond when ſhe heard this diſmal news, 
brew herſelf on the ground, tearing her 
air, and lamenting of her hard fortune; 
which condition the King found her, 
hen he came to bid her farewel; and 
vhen ſhe ſaw him, ſhe fell on his neck, 
rying, Ah ! my deareſt Prince. is then 
ortune ſo unkind to us, that we muſt 
© ſoon part? and as my preſaging ſoul 
orebodes, for the laſt time in tnis world. 
Dh take me with you, for there is no 


 Noyal camp. VV 
en She would have proceeded, but the 
ns Ring ſtopped. her mouth with many ten- 
er kiſſes, and interrupting her, ſaid, My 
;Fireſt Roſe, you are not fit to brook the 


* 


fety for me in this world, but in your 


n | 
toils of war, baer cannot endure che fa- 
tigues and hardſhips of ashes peace and 
delightful pleaſutes are moſt .. agxcceable to 
their temper. He then called tg bim Sir 
Thomas her uncle, to whom he ſaid, In. 
commit this ineſtimable e Jewel þ Jour 
care, and command'yoy-on 1 57 e that 
| none be W to 14 her 19 7 ul 


54% 


there Is. e 5 0 In 15 obr 
parting, that I could hang for ever on 
thy neck: but | have far to go, and muſt 
haſten, —And fa have I, ſaid Roſamond, 
if ea is r 0 in N n 

8 Rankel. . 


A 
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in the King's Departure, the Queen 
finds means to enter the Bower is 
murder Fair Roſamond, | 


AIR, but diſconſolate Dofacadceh 
ſoon as the King was out of fight, 


ith a diſmal, ear-piercing cry, threw 
erſelf down upon the: couch, and fell 


to a ſwoon; from which, ben her 
ttendants recovered her, ſhe ſo often 


ainted, that her maids had much ado to 


Keep life in her; but when ſhe recovered 


We gave herſelf up to deep ſorrow and 


nelaacholy, refuſing to be: comforted fos 
cyeral weeks, her ſleep ſtill going from 


er,. and when ſhe ſlumbered little, ſhe 


ated, crying, O ſave me, fave me, here 


6 the Queen | ſhe bas got me at laſti and 
ith the fright ſhe waked, ſcared and 
effifigd 334 dreams. Nor was it 


ithout reaſon that Reſamond was thus 


afflicted in her mind, for all this while 


Deen Eleanor was plotting her diſtruc- 
on: To effect which, the firſt propoſed 
to {ome ee whom ſhe raiſe 


=> 5 20 

from a low condition, to a high promo- 
tion; but they ſtarted at it, as a thing full 
of danger, ſeeing if it was known, theit 
lives would ſurely be forfeited and loſt at 
dhe King's return, unleſs they fled thef 
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land,, and left all behind them. 
This ſo enraged the jealous Queen, that 
| ſhe reviled them with reproaches of cow- 
| ardice and ingratitude, for the many fa-| 
voutrs ſhe had heaped upon them, which 
| -with ſome perſuaſions and large offers, 
1} | Pprevailed ſo far with ſome of her dome'i- 
1} | ticks, that they reſolved to ſtand by her 
in any dangerous attempt. 
1 | It being ſummer time, ſhe undertook 
| | |  @® progreſs, as ſhe gave it out for health, 


| 
| | | | attended E the conſpirators, appointing 
| | aſet time for her companions tohide them. 
ſelves in a cave that was near the bower, 
and at the ſound of the horn to do as ſhe 


| required; at the ſame time giving one off; 
them directions to dreſs like a poſt - man, 
and carry à letter as if it came from the 
King, and when he had delivered it to 
.. 

bis cunning device took, for the too 
© Credulous Knight ſeeing only the poſtman 


came without the gate, when, upon tha W 
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e 
gnal given thoſe in ambuſh, they ruſhed 


Ten? and was ſeconded by their guards, 


vas ſlain, with many of the guards be- 
onging to bath parties. The fight being 
rer, and the gates ſeized by her party, 

he Queen came: to the palace, and getting 
Ine ſilver clue, ſhe entered the bower, and 
an upper room ſhe found the beauteous 
nd Fair Roſamond, ſhining bright like 
pn angel. . | 

Fair Roſamond, when ſhe ſaw the an- 


ead to foot, and falling on her knees, 
pffences, and begged ſhe would forgive 
er for a. crime ſhe was conſtrained to 
c, and promiſed immediately to cloiſter 
ip herſelf in a nunnery, leave the Kings 


uired of her. 


one of her excuſes would prevail; and 


our C 


—— — —_ - 


pon him.— He fought valiantly with 


ut being overpowered by numbers, he 


ry Queen before her, trembled from 


mplored her -mercy and pardon for her 


lom, or do any thing elſe her majeſty re- 
The Queen being inflexible, told her 
preſenting her with a bowl of poiſon and 


g dagger, ſaying, Vou harlot, now make i 
hoice ; if your curiops and-dainty! - 
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TDhe ſorrowful Lady perceiving ther | 

\j| 5 no temedy, but ſhe muſt die, ſtool ; 
aoapdn her ſeet; and with abundance of tea 
and piteous wringing of ber hands, ſhi * 

begged mercy of God for her youthful * 

fins apd failings, defiring that all 'othe * 
 Rately beauties might be warned by hi c 

fall, not to be proud and aſpiring, bu] 

rather oontented with alowly ſtate and con 
dition: and often calling for mercy, th 5 
| with» trembling hands put the bowl up t 4 

” her mbuth, and drank the poiſon, whid 15 
oe aded her life. The Queen hail her bu ; 
[| ried with the reſt that were flain, and i ©* 
1 departed, rejoiceing in the ſucoe ſs her te 0 
venge had on her rival, but little thought _ 
pf the miſery. it would poll on her owy ,_ 
The King ſoon after returned ho : . 
11 19 had no ſooner news of this tragi ki. 
Ida, chan his great Joy was turned in e 
| 5 mourning,” -abd/in/ditrattion he rent h hin 
rodes, hut! hitnſelf up in a chamber, af; 
Would not ſuffer hoy one to ſpeak 0 hi he 

[he 


ill | eee ee i forty. 


by | ( 23 7 5 3 A 
| When the King had a linle caſed his 

grief, he fummbred his Judges, and or- 

thoſe that were guilty of ſo benious a 


ſo diligent therein, that moſt of them 


moſt cue tortures, and they accuſed the 
Queen, and laid the — her, who 
was not able to excuſe herſelf, for ſo 


herapologies, tears, hor the interceſſion of 
his Nobles in her behalf, could appeaſe 
ie his wrath; but The beidg a foreign prin- 


ment, commanding, if ſhe died there, Fer 


moulder to durſt. Nor would he forgive 
her at his own.death (for ſhe-out4!: 5 
him, and was ſet at liberty Aſter His 


Iſhe b 
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dered them to make a ſtrict enquiry for 


were apptehended, tried, and put to the 


body ſhould not be buried, but lay and 


crime; who fearing bis diſpleaſure, were 


or! was the King's anger, that neither i 


ceſs her life was ſpared; yet the King not 
only for ever renounced her, but 8 1 
her for her lite- time to a cloſe impriſon- 


ceaſe by his ſon Richard, WHS acdc 1 
him; and the Queen, as confideringahe Ii 
hardſh; ber of impriſonment by experience, 
er own libecality, and the intereſt - 
ſhe had with her W tor the moſt Part. 


1 " the, priſon gates open, a 
* Siitginals as debtos. 


wenge eg on the murderers of his love 
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King lenry having thus wreaked: his 9 


Solamonid: cauſed her body to be taken 
out of that obſeure gtve wherein the 
Qucen had cauſed her to be laid, and 
buried with all grand funeral pom 
ſtow, in Oxfordſhire, etecting to her, 
memory a very ſtately tomb, on Whien 
Has this inſcription: n 
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ithin this tomb lies the world's chiefe 
- the. 
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